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were guarded by negro troops from Equatorial Africa,
who had dealt very effectively with the Germans during
the last war, but in the war of 1940 they had little
chance of getting to grips with the enemy, and were
frightened by the noise of the 'planes and the sight of
the tanks. On July 5 we arrived near the Aisne to the
north-west of Soissons. We were on our way to visit
an observation post looking out on the German lines.
Before getting there we were stopped at a farm, which
had been bombed a few hours before and a haystack
was burning. It seemed little damage enough, but I
was told that the enemy do their best to set haystacks
on fire, as they burn for several days and make a good
guide for 'planes. Telephone lines were down there,
as elsewhere, for the second big German offensive had
been launched that morning, and the lines of com-
munications were, as usual, being cut. The Press
Lieutenant, who was in charge of us, tried to arrange
that we should go forward, but the Army we were
visiting was engaged in battle, and headquarters did not
want to bother about a group of journalists.
This was the beginning of what Reynaud described
as the Battle for France. The " Weygand Line," built
on. the principle of defence in depths, was as good as
it had been possible to make it in the short time that
the Germans had allowed. It was not thought that the
eaemy could launch a second big offensive so soon after
the first, especially considering the distances that they
had covered, and the fact that they had also made a
drive towards the Channel ports.